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Education

Columbia University
Ph.D. in Economics 2027 (expected)
M.Phil. in Economics 2024
M.A. in Economics 2023

National University of Singapore
B.Soc.Sci. (Hons) in Economics, Highest Distinction (Valedictorian) 2019

Research Fields

Primary: Behavioral & Experimental Economics, Labor & Personnel Economics

Secondary: Environmental & Energy Economics

Working Papers

1. To Each Their Own: Heterogeneity in Worker Preferences for and Responses to Peer Information
(latest version: Apr 2026)
Revise & resubmit, Management Science

2. Testing for Spillovers in Resource Conservation: Evidence from a Natural Field Experiment
(with Lorenz Goette; latest version: Jul 2026)
Accepted, Journal of Environmental Economics and Management

3. The Dynamics of Goal Setting: Evidence from a Natural Field Experiment
(with Lorenz Goette and Hua-Jing Han; latest version: Jun 2025)

Selected Work in Progress

4. Peer Information at Work: Evidence from Two Field Experiments (JMP)

5. Data Visualization, Framing, and Rational Inattention
(with Ala Avoyan and Mark Dean)

6. Intergenerational Dilemma: Preference Over Resource Allocation
(with Mark Dean, Jeffrey Guo, and Hayeon Jeong)

7. Goals and Reminders as Attentional Tools: An Experimental Study
(with Lorenz Goette and Junjie Ren)

https://zhihao-lim.github.io/
https://arxiv.org/pdf/2508.06162
https://www.arxiv.org/pdf/2508.04371
https://zhihao-lim.github.io/papers/goal-setting-june2025.pdf


Research and Work Experience

Lab Manager, Columbia Experimental Laboratory for Social Sciences (CELSS) 2025-26

Research Assistant for Prof. Mark Dean, Columbia University 2023-24

Research Assistant for Prof. Jessica Pan, National University of Singapore 2019-21

Research Assistant for Prof. Lorenz Goette, National University of Singapore 2018-21

Policy & Markets Intern, Competition and Consumer Commission of Singapore Summer 2018

Teaching Experience

Teaching Assistant, Columbia University

Intermediate Microeconomics (Undergraduate) Fall 2023, Spring 2024, Fall 2024
Behavioral Economics (Undergraduate) Spring 2023
Introduction to Econometrics (Undergraduate) Fall 2022

Ph.D. Bridge Program Tutor, Columbia University

Microeconomic Analysis I (PhD) Summer 2023

Teaching Assistant, National University of Singapore

Introduction to Economic Analysis (Undergraduate) Fall 2017, Fall 2018, Spring 2019

Awards and Fellowships

Columbia Economics Department Fellowship 2022 – present

Program for Economic Research (PER) Research Summer Fellow 2023, 2024, 2025

Wueller Fellowship: Best Teaching Fellow for Undergraduate Core Courses (Winner) 2022-23

Columbia GSAS Dean’s Fellowship 2021-22

Doreen Liu Postgraduate Scholarship in Economics 2021-22

Lee Kuan Yew Gold Medal: Best Graduate for B.Soc.Sci. with Honors 2019

Thomas H. Silcock - NUS Department of Economics Medal and Prize: Best Graduate in Economics 2019

Ho Family Prize: Best Overall Student in Behavioral Economics 2019

Undergraduate Student Teaching Excellence Award 2017-18, 2018-19

NUS Kent Ridge Undergraduate (Merit) Scholarship 2015-19

Grants

Singapore Social Science Research Council Graduate Research Fellowship 2023-25, 2026-28

CELSS Dissertation Grant 2026

NUS Development Grant 2021-22, 2024-25, 2025-26

PER Award for Field or Experimental Research 2024, 2025

CELSS Seed Grant for Graduate Student Projects 2023, 2024, 2025
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Seminars and Conference Presentations

2025-26: ESA North American Meeting (Tucson)

2024-25: SWEET (Wharton)

2023-24: SWEET (Columbia)

Personal

Languages: English (native), Mandarin
Computing: Python, Stata, R, JavaScript, HTML, CSS, oTree
Citizenship: Singapore
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